
Artist 
Statement 
Seminar
Outside In and Anna 
Falcini



What is an 
artist 
statement?

•An artist’s statement is a short 
piece of writing about your work 
(Artquest)
• It should be succinct; capture the 

reader; tell someone about you 
and your work. 

The nuts and bolts



Who might 
read it?
•Arts professionals, 
curators, other artists
•Opportunities: 
Residencies: Exhibitions



A Reflective Tool

• It is a useful tool of 
reflection for you; a 
statement can also be a way 
to learn more about yourself 



What makes a 
good artist 
statement? Essentials 



Clarity of 
language
•Use plain English. 
•Avoid over 
complicated language
• Be confident but not 
gushing



Authenticity

Be You
What’s unique about 
you and your work?



Accuracy

• Be clear and concise
• Check dates and names
• Check spelling and 
grammar



Keep it 
simple
Avoid overcomplicated 
language and concepts
Use words wisely
Avoid too much 
information.



Be Objective
•Avoid exaggerations about your 
work
•Don’t be tempted to embellish the 
reality 
• Remain professional
•Don’t hide your achievements 
either



TeaBreak
15 minutes



Part 2: You and 
Your Artist 
Statement

‘In Between the Folds are Particles’, Oriel Davies Gallery, (2019) Anna Falcini



Concept and Process

Brainscape 24, Susan Aldworth, aquatint and etching, 30 x 25 cms, 2005.: Ruth Asawa
working on a wire sculpture (undated) 

“An artist is not special. An artist is an ordinary person who can take ordinary things and make them special.” (Ruth 



Your 
concepts 
and Ideas
What’s the inspirations 
behind your work? 
What’s the meaning 
behind the type of work 
you do? 
Why are you creative? 

Otobong Nkanga 'The Weight of Scars’ 
(2015)



Processes
•what particular 
materials and techniques 
you like to work with? 
•What’s the scale of 
your work?
• Is it 2D/3D? Digital?
•Are you studio based 



What do I 
include in my 
artist statement?

What are the key things you want to tell people 
about you and your artwork?

What’s your story: why do you create?

What inspires you? 

What kinds of projects have you done that you 
loved? What was special about them?

What types of materials and processes do you 
use?

Self Portrait, 1937-38, Leonora Carrington



Over to 
You
Can you think about and 
jot down some things 
about you and your 
work? Otobong Nkanga ‘Preliminary 

Recipe for a Support System’ 
(2016-17) This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA



Anna’s 
Statement for 
‘Decoy’:
Estuary2021
Anna Falcini is an artist, researcher and writer who 
has long been fascinated with the Hoo Peninsula 
in North Kent. Intrigued by its unique atmosphere 
has led to Anna’s Ph.D. on the subject and the 
development of an ‘Archive of Atmosphere’; a 
collection of found objects from the peninsula that 
Falcini has identified as possessing atmosphere. 
As her alter ego, Louisa Cornford, Falcini performs 
the ‘Archive of Atmosphere’ re-enacting the 
journeys of these North Kent marshes. 



Anna’s statement for ‘Decoy’
• Anna Falcini is an artist, researcher and writer
• who has long been fascinated with the Hoo Peninsula in North Kent.
• Intrigued by its unique atmosphere has led to Anna’s Ph.D. on the 

subject
• and the development of an ‘Archive of Atmosphere’; a collection of 

found objects from the peninsula that Falcini has identified as 
possessing atmosphere.
• As her alter ego, Louisa Cornford, Falcini performs the ‘Archive of 

Atmosphere’ re-enacting the journeys of these North Kent marshes.



Anna’s Statement 
for solo exhbition

• ‘In Between the Folds are Particles’

• Solo Exhibition exploring the letters of the late Welsh artist 
Gwen John



Anna’s Statement for Solo Exhibition
• ‘In Between the Folds are Particles’ presents a conversation between Falcini, and the late Welsh artist, Gwen John, with a 

century having passed between them. 

• The culmination of five years of exploring archival material relating to John’s life in Wales and France resulted in a body of work 
including film, drawing, photography, sound work and object based installation.

• In 2014, Falcini began researching her letters and diaries held at the Llyfrgell Genedlaethol Cymru – National Library of Wales in 
Aberystwyth. Following a successful Arts Council Wales award culminated in the solo exhibition 'In Between the Folds are 
Particles', at Oriel Davies Gallery in 2019 and touring to Aberystwyth Arts Centre in 2020. 

• Falcini became interested in the facets of John’s life as a woman living in Paris, in circumstances away from the usual domestic 
constraints and demands of that period, where she could pursue her artistic career. A number of themes emerged from both 
her letters and diaries, revealing her dedication to her artistic practice, her ‘interior’ life, her connection with the sea and her 
relationship with Auguste Rodin. 

• In Falcini’s quest to unravel the episodes of John’s life, she travelled to the locations that were key in shaping John’s story; 
Tenby, Paris and Dieppe. Far from gaining clarity, however, Falcini became immersed into the ‘multiplicities of meanings’ that 
emerged from the narratives and spaces inhabited by John. John, became simultaneously absent and present, hovering like an 
aura, in the guise of ‘a shadow.’

• 2019 marked the 80th anniversary since Gwen John’s death.



Words, 
Words, 
Words

• Listen to artist Otobong Nkanga talk about her 
work for 3 minutes.

• Can you pick out some key words, content, ideas, 
materials that she talks about?



Summary
• An artist statement is a short piece of 
writing about your work
• Audience
• Authenticity
• Adapt it for different opportunities
• Highlight your USP as an artist

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY



Resources
• Artists Newsletter

• Artquest

• Social Media: 
Instagram, Twitter, 
Facebook

• Read other artist’s 
statements

• International, national 
and regional galleries



Thank you 
for Listening

•The powerpoint will be 
available to view as a 
resource via Outside In
•Please contact Hannah 
Whitlock for further 
information.
•Any Questions or 
Comments?


